— 


I 


n E in 


1 Inconveniency, National Diſreputs- 
| many pernicious 5 
er Ke all Raxs of: the Proru z. . 


1 g 


1 


*. — * 


9 9 Wiese e e 


eee for por Hupen, 
* 2760. 


K 


* * 
' = 
1 7 . 
_ . 
. 1 » | 
oy | | 
12 f 
a uy 
* ad - 
* 
7 F- ; 
* 
* * % * A * 
- . = — N : c 
— nw 4 , n . 
v4 — * 8 
5 v n 
f 8 4 
— 7 ' | , b ey 
i > ; 6. x8 
- 4 * N 
i | 4 a 11 
* N 5 
* ! ; : i | 
N 4 
4 ; 3 
* ” f | a | 
4 9 
1 * Y 
Ts - QF 9 8 
- * 
CY * y 
% 
' , *, 6 ; 2 A 
4 | — 
A * * 1 ö f 
s * 4 „ me . 
4 ry 5 | 
o 2 # . "wm. * > : of 
>» 
* 1 7 , 


- 
Fo 
&* 
* 
— — — 
# 
* 
- 
W 
0 
— 
1 


D 
=- ; 2 I f | 
-# : , , OS , 4 . 
+ 4% © N . 1 
= 4 ” 


” p ; ' 
* * 8 
; ' +. > %s 
> | | Fig 
* 2 # AS * ry % . | I 2 
N . to 
: g 4 2 2 
* 2 ' " 44 f $ ; ; 
| e | 
. 


LETTER I. 
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To HIS GRACE, THE DUKE 0F—, 
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5 Rove tha Corruption. | will grow. 
S ſpontaneouſly, but if we ſow and 
* plant it, what can we expect to 
reap, from e ta generatian? 


Wa 


J Tnovon it ſhould require. Talents ſuperior 
3 to mine to ſapply arguments ſufficient to con- 


Fo. quer a cuſtom rendered formidable by its long, 
continuance, yet there is glory in the attempt; and 


Et 4 


I think it no ſmall honor to communitate my 
thoughts to Jour Grace. I have conſidered. the 
ſubject with all the attention I am maſter of: I 
the happineſs of my. Country and my Friends 1 
is deeply intereſted in it; and I truſt my labor ; 
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2 will not be loſt; for though the evil is formid- 7 
6 able, it does f not appear to be invincible. 4 


Or all chat has been ſaid on the ſubject no- 
thing ſtrikes me more than the reaſons aſſigned 
| by the fociety of -Clerks io the fignet in Edinburgh. 
= They ſay that having taken under their conſi- 
5 deration the practice of giving drink- money to 
ſervants, it appeared to them, 


3 re n 3 RN 
by TY Ws * * 0 Is 


vi" Fs 


l 83% . k 4 - © 
*% * = a 2 . 1 $4 
* © + 2 1 - Sz - = 


. 


tſt, That the Cuſtom has been deſtructive | 
& of the morals of Servants. | 
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'2dly, ee That it is a a dieredie to the Police 
« of this Kingdom. 
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Turk Ero they unanimouſly agreed to con- 
cur with thoſe honorable Perſons, and Societies, 
who have ſet the laudable example in aboliſhing 
this pernicious Cuſtom, and they accordingly, 


Reſolved, 


iſt, © That after Whitſunday 1760, every 
« member of the Society will effectually pro- 
te hibit their ſervants from taking any Vails or 
(0 Drink- money from any perion whatever . 


Adly, That after the above term no mem- 
<« ber of the Society ſhall give Drink- money 
eto the Servants of any perſon whatever.“ 


THe greateſt difficulty 70 us, ſeems to ariſe, 
from an opinion that it is neceſſary to enter. 
into A ociations here, whereas the thing itſelf 
is. leſs difficult to accompliſh, than forming the 
aſſeciations : for this we may appeal to experi, h 
ence, ſeveral. having been attempted in vain, 
Private Clubs, Trading Companies, or other Fra- 
ternities may afſeciate, and we are told that ſeve - 
ral Noblemen and Gentlemen have done ſa 
ſome years ſince, witneſs the Opera Club, com- 
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(4] 
poſed of perſons of the higheſt rank in the three 
Kingdoms, but as it has not produced any ge- 


neral effect, we may naturally. infer that this 


cuſtom, like ſome other kinds of Corruption, 
which have taken deep root amongſt us, requires 
the virtuous part of the nation to ſet more ge- 
nerally to work, before they can eradicate it ; 
and we may be ſure that whether virtuous or vi- 
cious, the cuſtom is become ſo burthenſome, that 
numbers of us will follow the Lead. 


Wirz reſpect to the reaſons which are often 
alledged for giving countenance to this practice, 


they amount to no more than this. I like my 


ſervants and therefore ſubmit to the Cuſtom; I con- 


 feſs it is, in all views injurious, and in ſome reſpects 


mean and contemptible, but I had rather do this 


than run the haxard of lofing them. Beſides, if other 


people will give them money fooliſhly, how can I avoid 


it, without appearing mean.” Here it may be 
. obſerved, that the obligation to Society, not to do 


a public injury for a private convenience, is not re- 
garded ; but what is moſt ſurprizing, domeſtic 


eaſe and comfort are not weighed againſt the 
vanity which this ſort wo reaſoning carries along 


with 
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with it. Beſides, if additional wages with kind 
treatment will not ſecure ſuch ſervants, they 
can have no great Title to the appellation of 
good ones; and no body can conſiſtently eſteem 
a ſervant who is ſuppoſed to be devoid of that 
Virtue which conſtitutes the moſt amiable Cha- 
rater of a Man. If the Maſter will reſolve to 
encreaſe the wages of his ſervants, in lieu, of 
the Vails they uſed to receive, it is in fact only 
giving money to his own ſervants, inſtead of be- 
ſtowing his liberality on the ſervants of other 
people; and if this is deemed a ſufficient reaſon 
for the Servant to leave his place, it is alſo a ſuf- 
ficient motive, to the Maſter, in the Teftimonial 
of his ſervants behavior, to mention the cauſe 
of their ſeparation. There is freedom on both 
ſides, and a good reaſon ſhould be aſſigned for 
parting with -a good ſervant : it would be ſoon 
ſeen how this would operate, 


Ix is natural to expect upon a change of a 
cuſtom ſo long in uſe, that the generality of 
Servants will require an augmentation of wages, 
and there can be no doubt but /ome will be high 
in their demands, whilſt others will truſt more 

B 3 to 


ll PAP IH 
W 7 


n 
wa Got 7 WS bn: 
"i -+ bay \ * 4% 


> 


4 Vis Bat * hg 4 
& 4 


Le AK" 
a - , 


23s 
* 


A %. ek el 
: K Soy) 
e. $8 

* — . % 

4 >. : \ 
» 4x * 
4 * - 


h ee TSR. REECE TEE a a IEL 
” a ? \ a 1 * 7 ”= 1 * f 1 9 * * * * - "p - . P * » K 

. 5 A. | os 

» 7 10 0 .  ; r id C * 


a 


* — — 2 — — 
© Ss. «2. 


[8] 


to the generoſity of their Maſters ; but if every 


Maſter is left to his own conduct, the deſign will 
work for itſelf without any neceſſity of Aſſotiations. 
Though I do not diſpute the propriety of ſuch 
agreements in Scotland, where their domeſtics 
are leſs numerous, perhaps better diſciplined, or more 
ſenſible of their obligations, yet it ſeems to be 
adding ene abſurdity to another, to ſuppoſe it im- 
practicable in England, to be done by any other 


means. For beſides that ſuch meaſures are of 


a tender nature, it is impoſſible i in a vaſt variety 
of circumſtances for every body to be brought 
into the ſame method; or even to tye people 
down to their agreements after they are made; 


and to ſuppoſe ourſelves in ſuch a ſtate of depend- 


ency on our own Domeſtics, who depend on us, as 
to require aſſociations, ſeems to be injurious to 
our common liberty. Every family is intereſted 
not to put the Zdelity of their Servants to the 
iſſue of Vails-giving ; and as this Cuſtom is up- 
held by a chain of miſchiefs ſo ſtrongly linked 
together, it is become our duty as good Subjecss, 
to break it, and diſſolve the tye. I make no 
doubt but that I ſhall give * Your Grace ſuch rea- 
ſons for the neceſſity of 1 this Cuſtom, 
that 


S > 


that you will employ your power and influence 
for a purpoſe ſo evidently productive of happi- 
neſs to the commonwealth. I can by no means 
conceive that the few and uncertain advantages 
to Maſters, or the emoluments to Servants, ariſing 
from this cuſtom, can be worthy of being 
weighed in the balance, againſt the many per- 


nicious effects of it. 


I am, &c. 
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Th Catom of Vails-giving injurious to Dignity and 
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MOROCCO HOO 
LET TER II. 


To the ſame. 


3 U R argument, My Lorp, ſeems to 
lie in a very narrow. compaſs. Shall 

I pe continue to live in a ſlate of mean 
dependance on our Domeſtics, or ſhow them that 
humanity and regard which they ill be entitled to 
as ſervants, when they ſerve for what wx pay them, 
and not for what they receive of STRANGERS ? 


Tuts Cuſtom of Vail. giving ſeems to be 

like play at a gaming-houſe; if you win at one 

time as much as you Joſe at another, yet you are 
: conſiderably out of pocket; and as we vul. 
* 


garly ſay, that © what is got over the Devils 
* back 


* 1 
„ 
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[9] 
« Back is ſpent under bis belly,“ the general part 
of Servants hardly receive ſo much advantage 
by twenty Shillings in Vails, as by ten uniformly 


paid in Wages. 


To confine my preſent thoughts to dignity 
and generaſity of conduct, with reſpect to the 
object in queſtion, it muſt excite the higheſt 
indignation in a generous mind, to ſee a Gentle- 
man anxious to get change for his gold, that he 
may be provided with the means of paying for 
his dinner, at the houſe of his friend, perhaps 
at the table of one of the greateſt perſonages 
in the Kingdom. Your Grace would ſooner carry 
a baſket to Market and buy your own Mutton, 
than permit it to be fold by retail, in your own 
preſence; but in fact it is ſold, and you muſt pardon 
me, my noble Lord, it is ſold at an exorbitant price. 
Perhaps your Gueſt has not conſumed the value 
of a Shilling, and he gives /ix Servants half s 
Crown each, in return for it. Perhaps he is a 
man of low fortune, and yet your Grace may 
eſteem him highly for his Virtue and Knowledge, 
and delight in his company. You would be 
glad to /erve him, but you perplex and diſtreſs 

him. 


* E 
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him. He entertains Jour Grace with his diſcourſe, 
and pays honor to your Rank and Condition, 
but he demands nothing for it. Your Grace en- 


tertains him with a dinner, and your Servants 


make him pay for it ten times as much as it is worth 
to him. Can you enjoy the advantages of your 
high Station, your Great fortune, and nobleneſs of 
mind, with ſuch an Incumbrance ? Can the plea- 
ſures of friendſbip in all their native ſimplicity, 
and charms, be enjoyed under thoſe diſguiſes 
and conſtraints which are the appendages of this 


_ Cuſtom ? 


* 


Bur, my Lord, it may be, that your friend 
comes to your Table in hopes of receiving ſome 
advantage from your countenance and recommend- 
ation; and you mean him well. Perhaps it is 
not in your power to ſerve him; but the very 
thought of doing him an injury, whilſt he is 
amuſing himſelf with any expellancy, cannot 
poſſibly be entertained by Your Grace, without 
the higheſt diſdain : but it is more than probable 
that you really injure him. To pay extrava- 
gantly dear for a dinner, and atithe ſame time to 
acknowledre an abligation for it, is offenſive to 

tri: common 


f 11 } 

Zommon ſenſe. Though the evil is moſ? felt by him 
who has lea money, this cuſtom has no Veſtiges 
of any real grandeur in the Hoff, or any hoſpitality 
towards the Gueſt : but with a fond opinion of 
imaginary greatneſs, Men of the frft rank and 
diſftinfion are acting a very mean part. Cuſtom 
cannot change the nature of things; nor can 
this practice ever appear conſiſtent with the idea 
of dignity and beneficence, but totally- repugnant 
toevery thing that is generous and noble. 


My friend who gives me part of his ſimple re- 
_ paſt, though it conſiſts but of one diſh, let it be 
good of its kind, and elegantly ferved up, with a 
hearty welcome and free egreſs; if to this he po- 
litely thanks me for my Company when Itake my 
leave, he treats me n0dbly, and I feel the pleaſures 
of Society pure and unmixed —Happy were it if 
the Great, who are but few in compariſon, were 
the only perſons ſubject to this enormous abuſe : 
but alas, if we enquire into comman life, the 
caſe is juſt the ſame, except that the Servants 
receive SEil/ings inftead of half Crowns; and 
there is but one or wo attend, inſtead of five 
or /ix,—What a farce it is, in a country where 
the 


( 12 ] 


the people pride - themſelves in freedom, and 
what they call good ſenſe ; and where they wk 
poſe themſelves adepts in the art of living; 

| vbſerve- the Maſter of .the Houſe, with all 5 
adroitneſs he can exert, ſhun the ſight of his 
Gueſts, when they leave his doors, that he may 
not be a ſpectator of a practice, at which he is 
equally he ed and ſcandalized, notwithſtanding 
the univerſality of it! 


WILL Your Grace, whoſe Zeal for the welfare 
of your Country and Fellow-ſubjefs, has ſhone 
forth with ſuch ſplendor on all occaſions, coun- 
tenance a Cuſtom, which though gloſſed over 
with iow and parade, is intrinfically mean and 


Javifs 


I am, &c. 
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Several Anecdotes ſhewing the abſurdity and incon- 
veniency of Vails-Giving. 


FFV 
LETTER ME 


To thei 


H E frequent opportunities I have had 
of converſing on the ſubject, furniſhes 
me with the accounts of ſeveral Facts 
and curious Anecdotes, which may ſerve to ſet it 
in a more exact point of view, than any decla- 
mation. 


Wxũ̃ERR benevolence ought to appear, as the 
Sun in his meridian glory, this Cuſtom appears 
the more ſad and gloomy. The heads of the 
Church are the Meſſengers of peace and goad- will 
to mankind, and ſhould be the firſt to oppoſe 


WR 
a Praflice which has no peace nor good-will in 
it; but on the contrary is of the nature of 


Sin, univerſally condemned, though univerſally 


committed. 


Tur Tables of the Dignitaries in the Church, 
are ſuppoſed to be acceſſible ſometimes to the 
inferior Clergy, as thoſe of Generals, to Subalterns: 
and the rich as well as dignified, act like them. 


' ſelves, and agreeably to their high office, when 


they entertain the poorer clergy who are ingenious, 
and men of character. Suppoſing none are ad- 
mitted, unleſs they are invited, they are hardly 
left .to their choice, whether they will come or 
not: the expectation which many entertain 
from the ſmiles of their Patron; the flattering: 
diſcoy rſe of great men, even when they mean 


nothing, nor intend to deceive ; the facial deſires 


of ſome, the vanity of others, and the duty of 


. the Inferior Clergy, render it neceſſary, on certain 


occaſions, to wait on their Supericrs, to pay the 


honor due to their high office. But alas, my 


Lard, what . ſhall we ſay of Religion, Fortune, 
and Honors, when the poor Country parſon is 


obliged by the Tranny of this Cuſtom to pay, 
more 
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[15] 
more for one dinner, than will feed his /arge family 
for a week ! When the lot of a man of education 
is ſuch, that he muſt live on 4ol. or gol. a 
year, if his ſocial affections lead him to marry, 
and he becomes the more excellent memher of 
the commonwealth by his encreaſe, would it not 
go to Your Grace's heart to ſee him diſtreſſed by 
this monſtrous Cuſtom ? I have the utmoſt reaſon 
to think it is extremely mortifying to the Bene- 
volent minds of our Prelates; and I wiſh, for their 
honor, they would take the Lead in dropping it. 


I HAVE heard numberleſs ſtories, which are 
ſubjects both for Laughter and Sorrow, as * 
are ſeen in different points of view. 


Ax Offer of of * bravery not many years 
ſince, demanding of the ſervant to ſpeak with 
his Maſter, was refuſed in very uncivil terms. 
From ſeveral concurring circumſtances it ap- 
peared to be entirely an act of the Servant, and 
not of the Maſter; and the ſecret cauſe of it was 
that the Officer had never added any thing to this 
Servant's Yails, The Gentleman's buſineſs was 
urgent, and the inſolence of the Servant ſo great, 
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that he was induced to Arite him; and then 
complained to the Maſter. of the indignity which 
had been offered him. Here was a capital piece 
of inſolence againſt the Maſter as well as againſt 
the officer ; and though one might ſuppoſe that 
the latter had carried the matter too far, yet the 
e of the occaſion warranted it. 


'Twz-Cuſtom ef wining an upon almoſt 
every. occaſion, has naturally this conſequence z 
it creates inſolence in office, and when a. Servant 
is more bold or rapacious than common, he over- 
ads bis part, and the Maſter has hardly his own 
choice to ſee whom he pleaſes : the perſon who 
gives the moſt money, has the faireſt Chance, 
and the Maſter is in a kind of ſubſerviency to 
the humor or avarice of his own Menial Seryants. 
ISLET | tte T8152: ,c5:" 
AxorhER young Officer, in the purſuit of pre- 
ferment; - which his Patron had promiſed him, 
emptied his pockets of all his Shillings and Half- 
Crowns but experience had taught him that no 
metal leſs valuable than Silver, would obtain a 
ſafe paſſage through the Servants hall, At 


length he bethovght himſelf of a very humorous 
though 


[17] | 

though melancholy expedient ;' he cut the ver 
buttons on his Coat half off; and as he paſſed 
through a double line of Servants, plucked a 
button and preſented it to each of them: habi- 
tuated as they were to the touch of this metal, 
they could not draw back their hands. The 
Noble Lord was equally touched with the humor 
of the adventure, and the rapaciauſueſs of his 
own Seryants, and did e to the morit of the 
Officer. 


Vous Grace remembers Col.: as he 
was ſitting at the Duke of s table, he en- 
quired the names of the ſeveral Servants who 
attended. His Grace aſk'd the reaſon of it. 
„Why,“ fays he, My Lord Duke, in plain 
truth, I cannot afford to pay for ſuch good dinners 
as your Grace gives me, and at the ſame time ſup- 
port my equipage, without which I cannot come here; 
therefore I intend to remember theſe Gentlemen in the 
Codicil of my will,” | 5 


Ir was a humorous remark of, who 
had been employed by for ſome time, 


in laying out his Gardens. When he was taking 
C | hi 


[18] 
hls leave, and all the Servants were ranged in rows 
on both ſides the door, ready -to receive their a 
fees, though in the preſence of their Maſter, [ 
he ſtopt ſhort, and ſaid, * Apropos my Lord! I : 
« have yet ſomething of conſequence to recommend 1 


& to ycur Lordſhip. It is to throw theſe Rows 4 
© jnto LVM S Indeed it ſeems to be of more * 
4 conſequence to make a proper arrangement in 1 
. this moral and political, than in the vegetable part A 
li of his Lordſhip's juriſdiction. TIE) 3 
| Ox x of my friends was telling me the other 4 
day of an acquaintance of his who uſed when . 
he paſſed through a double row of Servants, to 3 
1 ſhake them by the hand, and enquire after heir Y 
'l health. Another carried his pocket full of ? 
. golden pippins, and that the name of ſomething 4 
WW golden might ſecure the Courteſy of his friend's A 
1 Domeſtics, he preſented each of them as he I 
[1 paſſed, one of theſe apples. Theſe adventures 43 
= - ended with ſeeming good humour, but not with- 4 
f | out many ſecret curſes on the part of the Servants, 4 
. who thought themſelves injured by ſuch treat- 1 
[| _ 
| 5 Wurn 
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' Wits — took his leave of the Duke 
bf , and /ook the Steward by the hand, 
as a token of his friendſhip, all the Servants 
concluded that he had preſented twenty Guineas 
at leaſt, to be divided amongſt them : they 
demanded their ſhares accordingly, and would 
not be perſwaded that nothing had been given, 
inſomuch that the noble Duke himſelf was obliged 
to interpoſe, and ſend to ——; who aſſured his 
Grace that he had not left one farthing with the 
Steward, nor intended it. When the greateſt 
Perſonages in a Kingdom are thus obliged to be- F 
come Aors in ſuch Scenes, is it not a moſt 
wretched Farce indeed ! 


AxoTntr Story has reached my Ears which 
has ſome atrecious circumſtances attending it. 
What would your Grace think if your Servants 
ſhould dare to cut the harneſs of any of your 
friend's horſes ? This was done at Mr. to a 
Reverend Gentleman, the conſequence of which 
was, that before he had travelled a mile the 
harneſs divided. One may readily conclude 
that a heavy complaint was made of this out- 
rage; and ſatisfaction was made for the harneſs: 
C 2 but 
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— more was charged, than it was 
eſteemed worth, verifying the opinion of the 
Servants, as to the covetouſneſs of the Old Gen- 
tleman, but not jaftifying their condu7. The con- 
fequence was,. that the friendſhip of theſe per- 
| fons finiſhed with the adventure, and the Ser- 
vants were diſcharged, as they richly deſerved. 


Ir is a more humorous Story they tell of 
after he had dined with . The Servants with 
aſſiduous duty, had taken the beſt care of his 
” Friend's Hat, Sword, Cane, Cloak, and among 
the reſt his Gloves alſo. When he came to de- 
mand them, every Servant, with the moſt jab» 
miſſeve reſpe& brought his part of the Old Gen- 
tleman's perſonal furniture, and ſo many Shillings 
_ werediſtributed with his uſual liberality; but as 
he was going away without taking his Gloves, 
one of the Servants reminded him of it, to 
which he anſwered, © No matter friend, you may 
« #eep the Gloves, they are not worth a Shilling.” 


How many odd adventures happen, but all in 
point to ſhew the abſurdity of the cuſtom; and 
how many acts of Violence and Contempt of De- 

| | corum 
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rorum are tranſafted under the cover of it, 
might make many Volumes. Are they not all 
ſtrong Indications of anarchy and conſufion in 
Domeſtic Life, and as great injuries to our · com- 
mon freedom as to our common ſenſe ? We change 
our -faſbions very often, but we are ſo unac- 
countably facinated with this filly practice, that 
a Lady's fondneſs for a Parrot, a Lap-Dog, or 
a Monkey, never was carried half ſo far. Your 
Grace is a friend to Your Country and Mankind ; 
and wwi/dom can never be ſhown better, than 
where Folhy has involved its Votaries in a Labyrinth 
o? perplexities. 


I nave known a Captain of a man of war, 
who has not been poſſeſſed of 101. ayear, in- 
dependant of his pay, give five guineas for 

fleeping two nights at @ Neobleman's Seat. Is 
this the way, my Lord, to ſupport the Free- 
dom and independency of the Nation? He 
was an honeft and brave man, and would have 
died a thouſand deaths rather than ſe his 
Country, but how many may be tempted to 
fell it, with a view to live in it, upon the com- 

C 3 mon 
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mon footing of their Equals, in rank? If our 


expences exceed the meaſure of our property, what 


muſt be the conſequence ? The Servant will moſt 
aſſuredly ſell his Maſter, if he can get good money. 
for him; the Maſter will be neceſſitated to ſell. 
his patron, and his patron, by the ſame irregu- 
larity, will ſell the liberty of his Country, to his 


Prince, if he will buy it; and give his Prince 


into the Bargain, if it will enable him to gratify 
his paſſion, be the object ever ſo zrifling. 


Var1ous are the Forms in which this Yails- 
giving appears. One of theſc, is the Cuſtom of 
card. money, or leaving twice or thrice as much on 
the Table, as the Cards uſed on it, are worth, 
the Servant being ſuppoſed to provide them at 
his coſt, as is generally practiſed. This is well 
known to be carried much further, where the 


| company play in the Zigh ſtile, that is, like Game- 


flers, for the Servants then pay alſo for way. 
_ Lights; and ſometimes for the Coals they burn; 
and indeed there ſeems to be as much reaſon 
for one as the other. This affectation of ſhow 
has been yery highly commended by one part 


of 
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of Mankind, . becauſe a vat number of people 
may by this means aſſemble at a ſmall expence 
to the Hoſt: but in the mean whule the order 
of Things is reverſed : the ſplendor of the 
ſhow, and the inſtruments of the diverſion, 
being known to be provided at the expence of 
the Servant, and at bis riſt, it ſets him upon 
higher ground than his Maſter, in proportion 
as the houſe only can be faid to belong to the 
latter; the Servant provides the inſtruments of 
our Diverſion, and we pay him for them. 
Does this allow of any Conſtruction that can 
poſſibly render the Maſer or Miſtreſs in the 
loweſt degree reſpectable to the Gueſt, or ſcreen 
AN them from ſecret contempt, for thus pretending to 
'J Grandeur, whilſt they are acting a part, which 
according to the common ſenſe of Mankind, is 
mean and unworthy? The employment of an 
Inn-kceperis uſeful to Society, but no Gentleman 
takes it up, if he can avoid it, by any ſhift 
whatever: Yet in the eye of Reaſon the Iun- 
keeper may as well affect the State of the Peer, 
as the Peer fink down to the condition of the 
Ian-keeper ; and if the Gueſt pays as much to 

C2 the 
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the one as the other, let. the Entertainment be 
the ſame, and the difference, in the moſt 
eſſential Article is but in name, and not in 
ſubſtance, As to real grandeur, and the diſtinc- 
= tions of Rant, Fortune, and nobleneſs of mind, 
they are all, in this inſtance, quite out of the 


queſtion. 


- 


I am, &c, 
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Vails conſidered both as a Tax, and an att of Ve- 


naliy. 
FFC 
LETTER IV. 
To the ſame. 


HERE are confeſſedly ſome contra- 


dictions in the charaFers of all nations, 
and we cannot plead an exemption. 
No people are more jealous of their liberty than 
the inhabitants of this iſland, If our Superi- 
ors demand any homage which we do not 


think their due, we inſtantly grow impatient, 


and eppoſe them; but we are not offended if our 
inferiors inſult us; and a cuſtom once eſtabliſh- 
ed, though ever ſo ſlaviſb, is reverenced with more 
reſpect than our Laws, though our Liberty de- 


pends on them. Nothing claſhes with the ſen- 


timents of a Britiſh ſubje& more than the no- 
tion 


* . 
[26] 
tion of being taxed by any authority leſs than 
that of Parliament, We can no more ſubmit 
to it, on any other terms, than we can give-up 
Magna Charta : and yet by a ſtrange kind of 
Pufillanimity, unknown to our fore-fathers, 
even in barbarous times; we have now ſuffered 
our ſervants to ax us, under the Sanction of 
our own generoſity, This is actually done in 
ſum and ſubſtance by the Cuſtom of Vails giving. 


TIF an exciſeman were to viſit the houſe of one 
who ſold nothing exciſeable, though it happen- 
ed. but once in a year, ſuch perſon would winch 
grievouſly at the vexation, if he did not bellow 
out for liberty: and yet his own Servants are per- 
mitted to interrupt bis demeſtic pleaſures every hour 
of bis life. We grumble at it indeed as a very 
bad Cuſtom, but we ſubmit; and every man 
thinks himſelf as. much obliged to pay for the 
intercourſe he enjoys with his friends, as if he 
was legally taxed. for it. If there was a la ob- 
liging him to pay, it would be often violated; 
but here we are led by the noſe wil bout lau, and 
Witbout reaſon. 


. 

o continue the alluſion, I muſt beg leave to 
obſerve to Your Grace that this /ax is almoſt re- 
duceable to a flandard; it leaves no room for 
munificence, and as we pay according to the qua- 
lity of the Maſter at whoſe Table we eat, and 
not according to, our own rank and fortune, it 
is the more burthenſome. An Alderman who 
dines with a Lerd Mayer, may afford to give 
away four or five half guineas; but if a Gen- 
tleman of wo or three hundred a year gives 
but ſo many half crowns, he muſt ſtand in the 
4 courteſy of the Servants, for a ſafe retreat. This 
Cuſtom extends alſo to Levees, and attendance on ? 
Great men in office. When I have ſeen a body 
of Merchants wait on a Miniſter of ſtate, the 
queſtion has been how much ſhall we give the 
Servants ?” If any one of the company aſks 
them “ for what ?” they ſtare at one another, 
| but ſtill they think they muſt give, if they ever 
s 4 mean to make their appearance a /econd time. Ts 

J this living, my Lord, with freedom, or with honor] 


IT is. difficult to treat this Subject properly; 
the foundation of it is laid in generoſity, but the 
ſuperſtructure is rant corruption, and yet people, 

who 
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_ who are free in all other inſtances, and happily 
exempt from all other kind of dependance, are 
in this inſtance as great faves, as their Neigh- 
bours. There is alſo ſomething as capricious 
in the nature of this tax, as in the minds of 
thoſe who comply with it. For inſtance, in 
ſome places, in the country, there is ſo much 
paid for a breakfoft; in others, for drinking tea 
in an afternoon; for holding a horſe ,, and for 
opening a Coach- door: for all theſe purpoſes, and 
many others in the tariff of Yails, a proviſion 
of Shillings, half crowns, and ſometimes even 
balf guineas and guineas mult be made. So that 
to enjoy any degree of Tranquility, a man muſt 
be rich enough to have a Purſe Bearer, or ſo 
poor that no one can poſſibly expect any gift 
from him. 


As a further proof of theſe Vaili being con- 
ſidered as a tax, how ſeldom do we find the 
Servant return even the three poor . monaſylla- 
bles, I thank you? This indeed may be a proof 
of his good judgment, for it would be impolitic 
to return thanks; that would be making an ac- 
knowledgment of its being @ gift, whereas he 

does 


- 
N - " 1 
4 2 8 * a 
* PO go i ws — 4 2 2 
% * * . «WY, . 1 4 5 ry * 2 
Se, 8 * . r 2 * .. £ IS {2B N * n 22 ** fa 
5 v -* L * * 2 5 _ - J —_ \ - ou. "WM 
5 * L 1 — — 1 4 . "> . . — AZ 3 2 
„„ . "I" — - rh = . 


does not intend to make any ſuch acknowledgs 
meat, 
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Trincs are gone ſuch lengths, that many 
imagine if they do not pay with a good grace, it 
will be levied on them by difire/s. One ſays, 
ce Hall not make good my Retreat out of the Houſe 
without being affronted unleſs I give.” Another 
obſerves, ** I ds not chuſe to be ſerved with $MALL 
BEER When I call for wine.” © Mercy, gracious 
Heaven] are not theſe very Excuſes the ſtrongeſt 
reaſons for the abolition of this flawihh Cuftom ? 
What fays the ſubject of a deſpotic capricions 
Eaftern Monarch? „I will comply with a ſmall 
demand without law, and without reaſon, leſt a 
great one ſhould. be made, and I ſhould be pu- 
niſhed for my - refuſal.” Is not this enough to 
rouſe a Britiſh ſubjet?, to conſult his own fefery, 
as well as his dignity and honor ? 


Non ought this to be conſidered only as an 
arbitrary Tax, it is alſo a vendl act: can any 
thing be more evident than that we corrupt each 
others ſervants? One of the fureſt marks of 
venaity in office, is when men refuſe or neglect to 

do 
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30 
do their duty without being paid for it, over 
and above what is fairly ſtipulated and agreed 
for. In the caſe of Vails, we allow of Fees, 
without aſcertaining them. We pretend to ex- 
pect that our Buſineſs ſhall be done whether the 
fees are paid or not; but we know it will 207 
be done, wwith a good Grace, unleſs they are paid. 
In our Intercourſe with our friends, we ſome- 
times conſider how their abilities ſtand with re- 
gard to the payment of the Fees of admittance 
into our houſes; and weigh their pecuniary. 
worth in the one ſcale, againſt the ſuppoſed ne- 
teſſty of their paying the Tax on the other. 
Thus, as is obſerved of Lunatics, we draw a 
very juſt concluſion, from a falſe principal, by 
fuppoling a Neceſiiy which exiſts only in our 


timid imaginations, We value a good Servant 


as a good friend, yet we do all we can to corrupt 
him, in a higher ſenſe than can be imputed to 
any public office, for we bargain with him to al- 
low of a practice, the direct tendency of which 
is to injure his fidelity to us, or in other words, 


to deſtroy his morals, 


gr Vc | PERHAPS 
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PexHas Your Grace may not have had ſuch 
opportunities of knowing thefe things, as I who 
move in a lower ſphere, but I can aſſure you, 
that there have actually been ſome Servants, who 
expoſtulate with their Maſter, for not ringing 
the bell, to call them up to collect their dues, and 
remonſtrate againſt it as an unfair practice, that 
any Gueſt ſhould depart wiTHoUT PAYING. 


Sucn, my Lord, is the height, the /ength, and the 
depth to which this cuſtom is arrived; and theſe 
are a few inſtances of the notorious abuſes crept 
in amongſt us, on account of it. If we mean 
to guard every Avenue by which Liberty may 
be ſurprized, we ought to watch the progreſs 
of this affected Liberality, this act of real pro- 
fuſion, this heavy Tax on Friendſhip, and this. 
enemy to all manly Commerce, and /incerity of 
heart. Unleſs we mean to render ourſelves 
the moſt arrant Triflers on earth, we muſt 
aboliſh this Cuſtom ! 


I am, &c. 
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Lhe pernicious eiu of the faſhlon of V. alegivig 
and the origin of it. 


LETTER V. 
To the ſame. 


Tis apparent beyond all contradiction, - 
that this faſbion of Vails-giving has de- 
| Arqyed many diſtinctions which are efſen- 
| tial to Liberty, whilſt it has made others which are 
detrimental to it; and as to Social Life it js 
' moſt apparently at war with it. A man who 
depends on his cuts, is compelied to act upon a 
level with a perſon of large fortune, or ſubmit to 
be excluded where his company is really defir- 
ed. If his intellectual endowments recommend 
him, and his company is both gef and pleaſing 
to others; yet if he is prudent he muſt keep at 


a diftance. If he complies he is in a fair way 
of 


330 


of being ruined; and if he does not + comph. he 
can neither be beneficial to himſelf or others, 
in the view of that intercourſe, which is the 
foundation of thoſe ſentiments, andthe preſervation 
of thoſe ſprings whence liberty flows. In com- 
mon life this Cuſtom is the cauſe of many miſ- 
chiefs : the pride of doing as others, or of ſtriv- 
ing to remove the moſt diſtant ſuſpicion of 
not being rich, hurries many into exceſſes, 
which a fortune, otherwiſe very competent, 
ſerves only to create diſtreſs to a family. The 
prevalency of faſbion, and the apprebenſion of 
being /l-treated: by ' domeſtic Servants, occaſion 
much inquietude and diſguſt, and life is ren- 
dered much leſs agreeable than it might be. 
We impute. theſe evils - to” our Servants, but 
we muſt thank ourſelves for them: if by a 
ſtrange kind of infatuation, we. put our necks. 
under zheir feet, and invite them to tread on 
us, Power is grateful to human nature, and it 
is natural for men to make uſe of it. 


- Taz Cuſtom of Vails I preſume was originally 
founded in a voluntary gift; till by the imitation 
of our ſuperiors we ſtampt it with a mark of uni- 
verſal uſe, and contracted for it, as an appendage 

D ts 
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io wages. - Many Servants are grown ſo fond of 
it, that they had rather have the ſame amount 
in uncertain Vails, than in certain wages: and by 
this indulgence, we have rendered a moſt uſeful 
body of People the leſs worthy as Subjects; 
the leſs ſerviceable to the Commonwealth; 
much the -leſs beneficial to domeſtic life; much 
the leſs happy in tbis world; and upon the 
whole, in ſo much the greater. danger of fyr- 
feiting their happineſs in the xt. 


 _ Tr is not many years ſince Yails had any 
being. In former times, when a Prince, or 
Great Lord, broke bread with one of inferior 
rank, as made preſents to the Servants of his 
| Hoſt, and whilſt the Servants partook of the 
princely largeſs, the Hoft had the honor of kiſing . 
tbe hand of his Sovereign. Now the barrier is 
beaten down, and all diſtinctions deſtroyed ; we 
are all princes, and by the ſame rule of conduct 
we ſhall be all beggars. If we ſpend, or rather 
| ſquander our money beyond the meaſure of pro- 
perty, or the: bounds of common ſenſe, the conſe- 
quence muſt be poverty to Individuals, and con- 
ſequently an igiary to the Hute which thoſe In- 
dividuals compoſe. 


Cons1- 


1381 
Coxns1DERING that the whole nation 7s now 
_ thbliged to run ſo deeply in debt, every one of us 
_ * ſhould reflect by what means they can beſt 
repay a portion of it. This may be done effec- 
tually, and with eaſe, if we conduct our private 
expences as individuals, ſo as every one may be 
enabled to contribute towards diſburthening 
himſelf as a member of the commonwealth : and if at 
the ſame time we can render life. more eafy and 
pleaſant, we ſhall have double reaſon to rejoice ; 
otherwiſe we ſha'l mourn all, the days of our 
lives, in more ſenſes than one. For Heaven's 
ſake, my Lord, let us not lament a grievance 
which may be ſo eafily redreſfed ! Let us not, 
' Hike Cowards, die muy deaths inftead of one; 
and, for want of a lt reſolution, go on com- 
plaining of our own anbappitieſs, When the 
| bern is in our own W 


1 am, &c. 
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The ee of expefing Virtue flow Servants 
ae, the tory of Vails giving. : 


"LETTER, VI. 


1 — , 


„ T0 the lame, 


: I 70 1 than this: if ha Maſter 
means to; make his Gueſt pay for his entertain- 
ment, there cannot be any {rue Hoſpitality in the ; 
caſe. If he means that he ſhall not pay, where 
is the authority of the Maſter over his own Ser- 


vants ? Ho ſbocking it is to the common Rules 
of Politeneſs, as underſtood by all the civilized 
nations of the world, that a man cannot aſk 
his friend to break bread with him, without his 


paying for 85 bot h F 


and never to 


_ acknowledgment. One- would be tem pted to 
E think 
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think the whole order and CEconomy of Life 
reverſed, and that people kept Coaches, for the 
benefit of their Coachmen; and Tables, for the 
Emolument of their Footmen, and not for their 
own pleaſure and conveniency. All the delicate 
Sentiments of Humanity, and the Charms of 
true, Politeneſs, which is the legitimate daugh- 
ter of humanity, are ſacrificed to the meaneſt 
Submiſſions : our very ideas of Kindneſs, Digni- 
ty, and Hoſpitality, are wounded : nor is there 
room for exerciſing thoſe Virtues, which ren- 
der us Patrons and Friends with regard to 
the lower claſſes of the people dependant on 
us. The reciprocal tyes of benevolence .are, 
in a great meaſure, diſſolved; for it is im- 
poſſible the Maſter can love the Servant, when 
he ſees the Servant does not love him: And how 
can the Servant love him, whilſt 10 ſolid confi- 
dence is repoſed; where the Confidence in him is 
abuſed; or where the very Conditions of the Con- 
tract made with him, are ſo deeply tinctured 
with Yenality ? If the Servant may take money 
of his Maſter's friends, he may allo take it from 
his Eremies. If he may make exactions from 
his Maſter's 7 radeſmen, he may be eaſily. indu- 
ced to overcharge his Maſter in the expenditure 


of money. And laftly, if the Servant may ſel 
pi his 
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his Maſter's Goods, as is ſometimes practiſed of 


certain Articles, under the Notion of Vaili; 
it is amazing upon the whole, that ſo few of 
them are betrayed into dum right Robbery. 


I Havs heard of an wpper Servant to a 
| great perſonage, taking his Maſter's gold watch, 


and being aſked for it, was anſwered; That 


be had taken it in lieu of the Vails of the Suit 
of Cloaths, which in point of time n1s noxor 
ſhould have left off, but choſe to continue 10 
wear. This was not eſteemed a Rebbery, but 
incredible as it may appear in one view, was ac- 
quieſced in as warrantable. 


As to meriting the Kindneſs and Patron- 
age of the Maſter, by long and faithful ſer- 


vices, that is not ſo much as thought of by 


the generality of Servants. Indeed the Mat- 
ter has in ſome meaſure put it out of his 
| own power 40 ſerve them; firſt by creating a 
kind of independency in the Servant, by 
means of this fantaſtic Emolument ; and next 
by adding fo much to his own Expences, by 
his largeſſes to Strangers, that he canuct afford to 
do acts of Kindneſs to his own Servants. 
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In the mean time, the Servant is not much 
awed by his Maſter's frowns, nor afraid of his 
Re ſentments. If by means of theſe perquiſites . 
he has feathered his neſt, he has little to fear: 

and if he has not done fo, there is a ſeparate 
kind of intereſt ſometimes formed; and by 
virtue of a Combination, Characters may be 


obtained by artificial influence, which in ſome 
caſes anſwer better than the more humble plan 


of ſincerity and obedience. 1 apprehend this can- 
not prevail in any great degree; but it is amazing, 
upon the whole, how the world is governed. If 
we conſider how many people there are, whoſe 
falſe tenderneſs leadsthemto give Characters, and 
conceal capi:al Faults, we muſt not be ſur- 
prized to hear ſo many- complaints of bad 


Servants, 


From ſuch cauſes it ariſes that very few Ser- 


vants conſider any place as good, but when a 


great deal more is gained, that is equal to the 


value of the time of many who are born Gen- 
- tlemen, and bred to genteel Employments. 


The appointments to Clerks in public Offices, and 


© of the inferior Clergy, are not equal to the emo» 
Jum ments of many ſuch Gentlemen in livery. What- 


D 4 ever 


ever conſideration may be due to the Po- 


meſtics of Men 'of great Fortune, and high 


Office, it ought not to be ſhown By ſecret or dan- 


gerous praflices, to injure their morals, or deſtroy 


their fidelity; ſuch a rule of conduct cannot 


poſſibly dignify Nobility, nor render Office ve- 
nerable, 


Wr ſee the order of things is ſo often rever- 
ſed, that there are many families where the 


Footman can command twenty or thirty Guineas, 


when the Maſter of it cannot command five. 


The Cuſtom complained of, is one of the 


ſecret or more apparent cauſes of itz the Servant 
enriching himſelf by the Myſtery of Yails, in 
proportion as the Maſter is jmpoveriſbed by af- 
fording him opportunities of acquiring them. 
It muſt be granted, that this may eaſily happen 
when the prudence 1s all on the ſide of the Foot- 
man, whether the Vails be taken into the ac- 
count or not; but the grand ſcope of my argu- 
ment is, that it is the true wiſdom of a State, 
to encourage V irtue and Induſtry, by making the 
Servant depend ſolely on the Maſter, for his pay. 
We might then naturally expect to ſee that 
diſcipline reſtored amongſt us, which is eſſential 

to 
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to the good order of ſociety; and we - never 
ſhall ſee it, till this happens: we ought there- 
fore to complain of the weakneſs of Maſters, 
not of the  inſolence of Servants : what we ſee 
is but the natural reſult of cuſtom; andevery 
cauſe muſt produce its effect. 


Jam with great reſpe&, &c. 
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Ti te Cha. of this Nation — Foreigners 35 
| with res to the * of Yails giving. 


LETTER vn. 


1 ' To ihe fame. | Ke TIP 8 


Have, hitherto conſidered my | Subjec 
as reſpecting ourſabvts onlys but every 
nation in the World has 6 ſotne e 
to their reputation with the Peopl e of other 
Countries: And what Notibns do foreigners 
entertain of ut, concerning the Cuſtom of 
Vaili- giving? There. are ſome few wenn 
where this practice is obſerved, nearly i in. the” *- 
manner as we ule it, but it ſeems to be originally 5 : 
of Engliſh growth, and prevails moſt - amongſt 
our fellow ſubjects even in thoſe Countries. Ybur | 
 . Grace, who has been fo careful of our natiohal 
, reputation in different quarters of the World, 
muſt have ſeen, that nothing finks us ſo much 


in the eſteem of foreigners as this Cuſtom : other 
things 
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things they ſee but this they feel, We may talk 
of our politeneſs, our humanity, our improvements 
in the art of living, with all the eaſe, the comfort, 
aud love, which liberty inſpires, free from the ex- 
tremes, either in the laviſb proteſiatious of the 
French, or the civilities of the Germans; but fe- 
reigners can hardly forbear /aughing in our faces; 
the ſingle abſurdity in queſtion bears down all 
before it. Far from their allowing that we en- 
joy @ ſuperiority over them, in the true laſte and 
enjoyment of familiar intercourſe, the French, 
Ttalians, and Spaniards, the Dutch and the 
Germans deride us, and even the Portuguege 
and the Ruſſians, who are ſome Centuries bebind 
g, ridicule us likewiſe on account of the difji- 
culties we have taken ſo much pains to involye 
ourſelves in, with regard to this Cuſtom; the 
abſurdities of which are too glaring to be com- 
- cealed. 


 Urox a compariſon with other nations, it 
may appear that this practice falls in with 
the native bent of our minds, more perhaps 
than with any other Country; and ſo long as it 
was a voluntary act of generoſity, the diſtribution 
of theſe marks of Liberality amongſt ourſelves, 
on certain occaſions, might deſerye the name of 


Beng- 


2 [44] 


ann und demomſtrate a moblenef of 
mind. But when regard was no longer had to 
the diſtinction of perſons, and what was originally 
a gift, was conſidered as a due, and expected of 
every one, at every place, the nature of it be⸗ 
came W changed. 


Tur Cuſtom as it now ſtands is altered en- 
tirely, and it is the more inconſiſtent” in as much 
as we are naturally more reſerved, than the people 
of moſt other Countries. We do not hold it 


proper to converſe ſo familiarꝭ with our domeſtics, 


as is practiſed in many other parts of the Earth, 
where the difference amongſt the Inhabitants 
both as to wea/th and freedom, is much greater 
than with us. We treat our Domeſtics with 
hamanity ; but it 1s very far from our intentions 
to introduce a levelling Scheme, or to deſtroy all 
reſpef, except what is paid for; or all beg 


in rank, except what is ſupported by money : 
mean to employ our wealth to the ends of os 


taining ſuch true ſubordination and good order 


among our dependants, as may beſt anſwer the 
purpoſe of promoting ir felicity and our own. 
But is it in the nature of things that this can be 
accompliſned where the Maſter permits his Ser- 
wants 


by 
u 
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vants to be paid by other people? I think it is 
morally impoſſible the end can be obtained. 


Wirn regard to Foreigners, this cuſtom muſt 
appear to them no leſs abſurd than it. is inconvenient. 
If they find themſelves under a neceſſity to pay 


for what they eat or drink, whether it be to the 


Servant or to the Maſter, they can hardly allow 
themſelves to think that they have received an 
obligation or civility, but muſt conſider them- 
ſelves at an [mor a Tavern, with this difference, 
that they are under a greater reſtraint than if 
they paid their money openly and above board. 


A foreign Miniſter, who dines with a perſon of 
prime quality, on a ſet invitation in England, will 
find it difficult to get away for leſs than ten guineas; 
but wo or three guineas is common in great 
families. He has not been uſed in his own, or any 
other Country, to pay any thing, when he dines 
with his friend; and can he avoid thinking #s 
the meant, the moſt mercenary, and at the ſame 
time the moſt prodigal people upon earth ? - by. 
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Turk are ſome things ſo abſurd, that even 
Cuſtom can never render them familiar. Nothing 
is ſo common amongſt us as to hear and ſee our 


fellow- 


. 
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fellow fubjects, ho have lived in the great 
world, declining the invitations given them, from 
meer diſdain of the conduct of their moſt lov'd . 


Friends. What a ſtrange contradiction would 
this appear to a Foreigner, if he did not know 


the cauſe; and knowing it, what a wild infatuation 
it moſt ſeem that we countenante ſuch indigniries. 


It is natural to every man to keep a loof, and 


withdraw a part of his eſteem from the perſon, 
who under a notion of friendſhip puts him to a 


Heavy and wntceſaty expence. He who ſuffers 


un enormous price to be taken for that which 
can be no entertainment, to a man of virtue, 


but as it ariſes from barmony in ſentiments and 
| mutual affettion, muſt be underſtood to be in- 


different about ſucb barmony. And if love 
and eſteem amongſt men are thus wantonly 
interrupted, as it were by confent of parties, 
ſuch conduct muſt appear as a Game at croſs- 
_ The Stranger will: naturally aſk, « Are 


« your lives ſo long that you paſs years of diſ- 
« © quiet, without regarding them ? Or are they 


« ſo happy that you purpoſely ſeek a degree of 
; 5 * miſery by way of a Are there not evils 
ene for you, which are unavoidable * 


Bur 


(41. 


r the Fordigher ſees but very little of this 


* piece of machinery, by the ſimple act of 
. giving bis Money: what will he think, when he 


Fears à menial Servant bargaining, and enquiring 


minutely, in order to know what are the Vajls? 
This is a queſtion which might be very hard to 
anſwer; for if it depends on the pleaſure of 
others, what anſwer can be made to it, than, 
< That other Servants have been underſtood to 
cc extort fo much; and that ei may do the ſame 
« if they can?” But the truth is, that theſe Vail. 
are frequently aſcertained exact, and the Maſter 
ſubmits to be very cloſely queſtioned, and to 
give a very clear account af his Life and Conver- 
ſation, —— uo nj Company 
at Cards, and Dimmers, abroad or at home, &c. 
all which a — though born and bred un- 
der an Arbjtrary Government, rejects with high 
cuntempt. But if he is generous and polite, how = 
would his indighation rife when he ſhould hear 
a fellow queſtion a Lady, in che ſame manner, 
whether ſhe ker much company ; hiw often r 
played at Cards and not being ſatisfied; at length 
demand if ſhe had not a Lying-in every year ? 
This happened not long fince to a Lady, who 
wit roo delicate, to bear the Oey as well as 
iN  inſolence 


"> as 
: inſulence of the queſtion, and broke up che xy 
KEDS Fe 


Pry 


2 ny Lord, when I call theſes e Enquiries 

of Menial Servants by the harſh name of inſolence, 
1 recollect myſelf, and 4 their,pardon. Upon 
a the preſent plan every enquiry is pertinent and 
Juſt which relate to theſe adventitious Revenues 

to our domeſtics, for they agree for certain wages 
on a permiſſion to get all they can beſides, in the 
beſt manner they can. From the nature of their 
contract: it is mutually underſtood that they are 
to make as much ac poſſible of their Service, and 
tis of very little conſequence to the Servant 
what foreigners will think of us. He leaves his 
I Maſter and Miſtreſs to look to the reputation of 
| the Nation, as well as to their own; and in this, 
deciſion no one can arraign his judgment, for 
che more be gains, by every art of making Shillings, 
and Pay gn leap out of the Hecken of his 


— — — — — —y— — 
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1 applaud. his 0 own \ difexetions.. and. the he pod 
. wat WL! give of reps ingenuity. inlet 
1 | | n > i d 268. dee NM acuh 
In a open "obſervation that Spectators 
| | 2 ke faults which the Aller cannot diſcover, 


1 in himſelf. God knows what pain it gives to 
= - | many 
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many Maſters ;, but the affef7ed Blindneſs, and 
real connivance of the Maſter, and the auxious 
Solicitude of the Gueſts, to acquit themſelves with 
propriety towards the Servant, is ſuch a tragi- 
comedy, that if the Servant in Livery were or- 
dered, by his Maſter, to take his fees in claret, 


and ſet down to the Table to drink it, a more 
lamentable, or a more ridiculous Scene could not be 


repreſented i and we may be ſure that in pro- 
portion as F oreigners envy our happineſs, in 
ol ber reſpects, they deſpiſe and triumph over us 
in this. It muſt appear to them as a Cuſtom 
introduced, on purpoſe to hamper and perpleæ 
ourſelves as if, becauſe we are free with reſpect to 
Regal, or Ariftocratical power, we could not be ſa- 
tisfied without introducing a republican Tyranny ; 
and in order to render the abſurdity the greater, 
ſubmit to be inſulted by each other's Domeſtics, or 
to pay them NOD for their — —_—_ 


bus 


Tus we ſeem to take pains to 3 our; 
hives contemptible | in their. eyes, as well as in 
ur own; our high reputation for ſenſe as 
well as freedom becomes their gderiſion; and 
whilſt we boaſt of our humanity and genero- 
4, foreigners retort on us this moſt irk/ome 
E and 
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and difimgenuous Cuſtom, i in which neither humanity 


nor Generofity have any ſhare. 


' Your Grace may think ! am to ſerious, but 
I mean exactly what I ſay. I go frequently into 
the Company of Foreigners, and of people who 
have lived abroad, and heat the complaints of 


| thoſe who feel the evil. When my familiar ac- | 


quaintince expreſs their diſcontent, which they do 


almoſt as often as they talk of partaking of their 


friend's intended civilities ; or when people of for- 
tune, in common with thoſe whoſe circum- 
ſtances are confined, complain of this Cuftorn, 
I am ſhocked at their puſillanimity in ſuffering it, 
as well as at the Cuſtom itſelf. In this View alone, 


was there no other reaſon, I would lend my 
Shoulder moſt heartily to get our Vebicle out of 


the mire, without any more fruitleſs complaints ! 

Ir there are any who live much at home, and 
only fee their own Servants receive; if theſe think 
the Cuſtom proper, we muſt not be ſurprized ; and 
they are their own Maſters. But if policy forbids 
them to alter this practice, becauſe they find a 


conveniency in it, they muſt allow that as ſtrong 
nn may ariſe to others, upon the ſame prin- 


ciple 
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tiple of conveniency, to aller it; I am told there 
are ſome very ſurprizing Stories of perſons who 
are deeply indebted to their Servants, and there- 
fore dare not talk of any . reformation of this 
kind. - It is hardly poſſible that the number of 
ſuch can be conſiderable, and I conclude that 
the few will aſſert tbeir own dignity, lay by their 
equipage and rich Clothes, decline their Public di- 
verſions and their Cards, and live in a Cottage, 
rather than diſgrace the nobility of their Anceſ- 
tors, ſo as to become dependant on their own Do- 
meſtics ! For a Nobleman or a Gentleman to ſub- 
mit to the practice of Yails, for fear his Servants 


ſhould call on him, for the payment of what is 


their due, has ſomething in it ſo much below the 


common Notions of a Gentleman Education, 


it is hardly to be credited, that there is a 
ſingle perſon in this ſituation ! 


If a noble Ltd ot Genleman had an 
amour with his Chamber-maid, or there ſhould 
be any other accidental amours, ſomething 
might be ſaid for the /ilence of the Parties; 
but even in, this inſtance there are /o many 


other ways of making acknowledgements, it is 
not to be imagined that any onę will plead for 
E 2 | 
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"the Cuſtom of Vails; on ſuch an account.” We may 
_..eafily perceive how mankind are betrayed 
1's into exceſſes, even where the motive was 
1 originally moſt worthy of praiſe. Your GRACE 
| fees how full I am of my Subject, and by 
| -what different lights I trace it through many 
| of its windings ; all of. them I ſhall never 
| be able to reach, nor is it neceſſary that I ſhould. 


Lam, &c. 
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eee 1 25 fron a 
| Change of this Culam, with ſame propoſals for 
- the benefit of : Maſters and Servants. 


debe e e eee 
L > is a TER VIII. 
To the fame. | 


: N F I ſhould ſeem, my Lord, to affect any 
ſingularity, I make no doubt but your 


1 ; 
2 Grace will juſtify the purity of my in- 
tentions. It is an honor to be ſingular in ſome 
inſtances, but I have the utmoſt Teafon to think 
we are nearly all of the ſame mind in this particular, 
are have eee | 


Tus pepe . which. 1 [have compoſed 


tha ſeveral Letters, which I have had the honor 
to write to your Grace, have lain by me ſeveral 
years, appearing only in . ſmall. detachments : it 
now ſeems to be a proper time to march them 
boldly into the world, in 4 boch: and if you 
have no objection, I intend to ſend them to, 


the ms but not with your Grace's name, nor 
E 3 with 
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with wy own; though I am not aſhamed of my 
opinion, nor have I varied much fram it, in- | 
tice. I have lived the greateſt part of my time 
in Countries of the higheſt deſpotiſin, but as .I 
have not offended againſt their laws, neither have 
I been much offended, either by their laws, or by 
any alis of power, except the interpoſition of 
their Great Subjetis to ſtop the regular courſe of 
their laws, and by this 7 have , often ſufferts, 
Hence I have received the flrongeſt conviction 
of the advantages which my own Country enjoys, 
where juſtice is generally ſeen in the moſt ami- 
able point of view, adorned with all- bing 75 
tributes. =: | 4 


docs 0% 0 


Ix the mean While 1 have INTE enjoyed 
che happineſs of a Britiſh Suljedt, ever carrying 
about me the conſciouſneſs of that ſuperiority 
which characteriſes our genius and happy Covern. 
ment, and to which under Providence we owe 
the diſtinguithed advantages we poſſeſs, as a 
Community and as Individuals. This ſenſe of LL. 
berty'is become fo much a part of my nature, that 
whatever may happen to me, I believe I ſhall re- 
tain it to the laft gaſp.” But, my Lord, after 
| ſiving free 1 in other Countries, J could not enter- 
| rain a thought of complying with a //aviſh Cuſ- 
tom in my own, however ſuch Coſtom might be 

ſupported 
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ſupported by numbers, and dignified by the 
ligbeſt Examples. It ſeemed a little hard, at firſt, 
to be conſidered as a foreigner, or as one ignorant 
of his own Country; as it was repugnant to the 
natural pride of the heart to ſubje# myſelf to 
be called by any harſh name, - as happens ſome- 
times in ſuch Caſes : but I have often felt a 
kind of triumph in adhering to my own princi- 
ples, when Ihave marched through a double Row 
of powdered Gentlemen, with as little apprehenſion 
that I was doing wrong, in keeping my hands 
out of my pockets, as when I walk in St. James's 
Park, the Trees being covered with Froff, 


I mvsT however confeſs to your Grace, that 
7 I have dined, where there have been only 
female Servants, my partiality for the ſex has 
induced me ſometimes to drop a Shilling, eſpe- 
cially if a Girl has been young and handſome : and 
I juſtified the action with this reflection, that I 
ſhould be glad to ſee her in a condition to be 
_ happily married to ſome honeſt man, that her 
beauty might not prove her bane; and, there 
has been ſome pleaſure in ſceing her receive this 
Largeſs with a bended knee, and not with the 
lefty Jook of a T, ax-gatherer, as is generally ſeen in 
the Men-ſervants. Your Grace may not think this 
en ſufficient to juſtify the giving Yails in 

'E 4 | any 


1563 
| any. Y ſhape; 5 "and aa as 1 grew oller 1 became 


wiſer, and "Tefolved not to run any "hazard of 


wounding tl the freedom of my fellow ſubjects, by 
complying with this practice,! for the ſake of any 
partiality. I all conſidered that when Wimen 
et into a habit of taking money, there is more 
FRED of their © receiving” it for had Purpoſes, 
than for good ends ; and that to #42 femdle A5. 
angie ic who | has been kept chaſte by the habit of 
receiving mon ey, under 'the notion if Paits, we 
may, without the imputation of ſcandal ſuppoſe, 
that five have been debauched, "though not ex. 
poſed; and, in theſe great Cities, foe more turned 
into the Hireets, till the miſeries they ſuffered 
chere, and the conſcjouſneſs of their iniquities led 
them to take Shelter under the roof of that 
humane and pious Inſtitution the Magdilane- 


Houſe, at a time when they could find d other 
DNF © * 15,0 281 i: III. 
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Be FOR £1 taken my leave of) your Grace, cannot 


help obſerving what a groſs impropriety it ap- 
pears to me in receiving either Sex, as Domuftic 


TR 
3 Sf 


Sercauls, without confi Fdeting reading as a ne. 
ceſlary qua Atkeatior,” Wha at tau they know'of 
Relig jon; at leaſt how are they to fill up the many 


BG bours, which chere muſt” r be, 
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afraid that ſtrict morality, without Religion, is a 
very rare thing even amongſt their Betters; and 
what ſecurity there can be for the honefty of the 
Men Servants; or the chaſtity of the Women, 
without the aid of Religion, is beyond ny con- 
ception. Beſides, it ſeems extremely proper 
that we ſhould be acquainted, if the perſon we 
admit very near us, and on whom we muſt 
make a great-dependance, is a Chriſtian, or a 
Few ; a Mahonimeaan, or a Pagan ; and if they 
have a notion of am other rewards and punifoments 
than ſuch as relate to this world only, for theit 
conduft muſt Nr on their — in this 


matter OY ol. ps w | | *7) 
- 'WrzN the King gives-an os he ec 
that the parties ſhall receive” the Sacrament,” as 
a proof that they are Chriſtian Proteſtants. We 
have many Papiſts amongſt us, and it is certain 
that the policy of their Church does not lead 
them to be in friendſhip with us; yet I had 
much rather entertain a Servant of that com- 
munion, who believes the firſt principles of the 
Chr tian religion, though mixed with errors, 
than one who gives himſelf no trouble at all 
about religion: and the man who afts'as if The 
Bilieved he ſhall be ſaved by the piety of bis Maſ- 
ter or Miſtreſs,” is ſurely as abſurd and ignorant 
11011 as 


— -A ³· 2 . ²⅛˙ ẽͤ⅜ ½ʃ—tT—ã— nn nn 2 
- 
1 


[ 58 1 


as he who expects his prayers: will be heard, 
Hah the mediation of St. allen. or . Ann. 


| Ir is the FEY all Chriſtians to * hs the 
precepts of their. crurified Lords. and one of 
the laſt of bis commands was, to receive the ſacra- 
ment of his ſupper. ', This a of oletience is eſſen- 
tial to.Chrifianity, and not to comply with, it, 
2ems.to denote. that we are not Chriſtians in any 
ſenſe at all; or that we live in ſome habitual fin. 
Now in either of theſe caſes there is ſufficient 
grounds | for alarm, even upon the principle of 
worldly policy. . Of the two evils it muſt be 
confeſſed, that a careleſs habit 1s leſs dan- 
gerous to Society than Libertiniſm: but, my 
Lord, how will it ſtand with us, when we 
come to make up our /aff account, if we. 
are indifferent about the conduct of our Dome/- 
tics, over whom we may have ſo great an 
influence? If we give them no precepts nar: admo- 
nitions, when we ſee them wandering out of the 
Paths of everloſting felicity, 1 am afraid we are 
deviating ourſelves! from thoſe paths, and load- 
ing the account of our own tranſereſons. 
If: in dn! on Mdand ein offs 2 i 
-Hz xz again we may perceive. that the root- 


mg. up that ſpecies of corruption which we call 
Fails: and:eſtabliſhing a firm and ſelid connec- 
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tion between Maſter and Servant, will have the 
greateſt weight, and act with a double force on 
the minds of this c/aſs of the people. Religion 
itſelf, will become better underſtood, with regard 
to ſubordination, and as a means to obtain 
ſubſtantial happineſs here and hereafter; ſo 
that i in this view alone this Vails- giving | is an 


object of very great importance. 


An bonef Man is the noble work of God, 
whether he wears the uniform of a bing, or 
the Livery of a private perſon: yet I do not 
think that the Domeſtic in a private livery, is 
equal in office to a Þu/bandman or a mechanic, 
On the other hand, the Servant who is near the 
perſon of a Nobleman, or a Gentleman who is 
eminently diſtinguiſhed, derives an importance 
from it which renders him re/peZable : but it is 
beyond all diſpute, that the more virtuaus he is, 
the more reſpefiable he will be. 


Tnovon the price of this kind of Servitude is 
generally beyond that of agriculture or labor, yet 
it ought to be remembred that both the ZHuſband- 
man and Laborer enjoy a greaterdegree of indepen- 
danq, and are generally better qualified to get 
their bread, than the Domeſtic in Livery, when aut 

of place ; and as few people have humanity and pa- 
moſſi 


— — 
R— — — — — 
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zriatiſm. ſufficient to entertain marnied /ervants, 
chere is the more as to enable them, to Jay. up 
money, in order to put ibem i a pruper way of life: 
and I ſee no, tenſin hy this claſs of the people 
e PIE _— org. ALA 


zem ba 


* In a benbbne, * ee thay = 
the better Huſbande, Fatbers, and Subjects, J 


humbly conceive, my Lord, that if a preference 


were given to all young perſons. who have 
Karat me uſeſul art, (when they offer them 
lekves as Aorneſtics, ) they would be the better 
enabled in caſe vf. marriage, to retire from ſer+ 
vice and get their bread. Perhaps it might 
ercbrruge them to begin to learn ſomething uſe 
ful erh in lie dertain it is, if this can be 
cattied into execution, / virtue and numbers will 
chereaſe together o much the more; and the 


lppineß of Indvadudls, will keep the better 


pace with the glory and Arengtb · of the Nation. 
It is a miſerable thing to be able to do nothing 


but Rand at a Tunpite of fell Beer,” which if I 
miſtake not, are the Principal promotions of Do- 


meſtics h marry; though ſome become Far- 


mee, andufter theit /ervitude, are advanced in life, 


which'they ougbt to be, if they have Tat. ' 
have thrown this thought out, for Tour Grace's 
edfreftion, and not as s being certain it can take 


Place. 5 1 
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I avs now only to beg Your Grace will 
ſhow the more attention to what I have advan- 
ced upon the ſubject of Yails, from the great 
Authorities I have before me; witneſs the 
Clerks of the Signet in Edinburgh, the faculty 
of advocates in that city; and as I underſtand 
the Mobility and Gentry in Scotland; the Opera 
Club in London, the Gentlemen who compoſed 
the laſt Grand Jury of the County of Northumber- 
land; beſides many other Noblemen, Gentlemen, 
and Merchants. Theſe are powerful advocates to 
ſupport my ples, though the practice of the bulk 
ef abe Nation is diametrically oppoſite to it. The 
Genilemen of Wilifoire aſſembled at the Aſtxes at 
Saliſbury, it was ſaid, reſolved unanimouſly not to 
| ſuffer their Servants to accept f Vails, Card. mo- 
29; Se. after the expiration of next month, de- 
termining at the fame time to make a reaſonable ad- 


dition w their wages, but it happens not to be true; 


they only mediated fuch a thing: ts 3; fra 


Tnus we may hope, my Tad ae 
bh not invincible. If Noblemen and Gentlemen 

in general, mean to act with any becoming 
ſpirit, they will not hefſtate to declare to 
their Servants, that they will not eive any more 
| vails, card: -money, or any aucb perquifite;, andVas 
b... Oy and their friends vill nos ge 


more 


(6 ] 


more” than themſelves, therefore it will be prudent 
in them (their ſervants) to accept of ſuch a modd- 


rate augmentation of wages as ſhall be agreed on.” 
The fame Declaration ſhould be made to their 
friends. As to any conditions in caſe of receiving 
money  clandeſtinely, what other puniſhment can 
be inflicted, than that of diſcharge from. ſer- 


vice? The faſhion being once changed, there 
could not be many delinquents who received 
money, becauſe few perſons would give it; and 
the buſineſs would execute itſelf. I ſee no ne- 


ceſſity for a lit of thoſe who now decline giving 


V ails; every one may proceed chearfully, and with 
the utmoſt confidence of ſupporting the meaſure, 


7 our Grace will not be furprized that 1 have 


troubled you with /o many letters: the ſub- 
ject is very extenſtve, and intereſting : I feel 
for my Neighbors as well as for nyſelf; and I 


ought in all reaſon to hope that Your Gracz's 
example, will ſhine forth and diffuſe a luſtre on 


thoſe who follow it. The Nation has ſhown 


_ brightens up the tombs of our brave Au- 


ceftors ,, 1 hope we ſhall be no leſs Heady in 


| ſhowing a proper ſpirit. towards each other, 
5 Me. have alſo ſhown the higheſt | marks of cbriſ⸗ 


. for our enemies, * they have not al- 
ways 
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ways deſerved it; may we not corre? abuſes, 
and at the ſame time give as eminent proof of 
gratitude, affection, and eſteem, for "thoſe who 
have ſerved us faithfully, in the capacity of 
Domeſtic ſervants? 1 hope this will be done; I 
truſt it will be executed in ſuch a manner, as 
will no longer ſubje& gratitude, affeion, and 
efteem, to be deſpoiled of all their charms, ei- 
ther by an indiſcriminate, and perplexing prodi- 
gality, on the preſent plan of Vails-giving, or by 
any future narrow and inconfiderate parcimony, 
which may create any diminution of the happi- 
neſs of domeſtic Servants. Myi intention, is not to 
abridge the emoluments of Servants in any caſe, unleſs 
where they are extravagant, but to encreafe their 
felicity, as well as our own, by introducing a more 
feady connexion, and by rendering our mutual con- 
Adence ſolid and permanent. There is a meaſure in 
all things; and if we can find the bappy medium, 
we may naturally expect greater happineſs will ariſe 
from it, than from the extreme on either ſide. | 


Millions have been born and died under the 
Tyranny of Vails-giving: it is high time to abo- 
liſh it. Life at beſt is very ſhort, and there are 
many unavoidable inquietudes in it: ſome of theſe 
are indeed productive of riches and honors ; but 
to indulge ourſelves in a Com, which produces 

only 


a 


only Bourg or i grace, can be called by nd 
other name than abſolute infatuation 


Wy rt wiſh to paſs our days is £ 
and with dignity ; and to be as virtuous and ra- 
tional as poſſible. I am ſure the advantages 
which will ariſe from this amendment in our 
Cuſtoms and Manners, will be apparent in a very 
ſhort time; and abundantly repay the little 
trouble it will coſt. Maſiers will become realy 
Maſters, and they ſhould be eſteemed as Fathers 
to their Domęſtict. They will acquire ſo much 
greater Power and Influence in promoting Virtus 
and d&;couraging Vice in their families, that every 
ind of Blefing,maay be expected in conſequence 
of ſo happy a change.——And. it is with the 
moſt devout wiſh, that every thing may ſucceed 
which is for the welfare of my Conntry ; and with 
the deepeſt reſbeti for Your Gract's Nu 
felicity, and renaun, that I ary, 


My Lonp, 
"1:3 45 Four e - 
* 8 1 bY " And mu e ga. Gi 
20 : 8 . 30 oa , 
exubertt 4:17 AD 5 ney 75 . 
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f THE END. 


